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Workshops dlscuss access to free legal docum.e ts

John Mayer executlve dlrector of the Center for Computer—Asswted Legal Instructlon (CALI), attended a workshop last wel
Chicago-Kent College of Law. The event was spearheaded by Carl Malamud, the founder of PubllcResource org. Mayer:is launc
a project where he'll pay professors $20,000 to write casebooks then CALI wrll turn around and publrsh the books under ac
commons license; making them essentlally free. o ;

By Alhson Petty
Special to the Law Bulletin

Hate paymg for access to legaI doc-

uments? You're not alone.

Chicago joined a national cbnversatlon

about open access to U.S. law with a

workshop at Chlcago-Kent College of Law
last week. The workshop was one ina
series spearheaded by Carl Malamud, the -

founder of PublicResource.org.
Malamud is campaigning for a concept‘

he calls Law.Gov: a central place on the
~ hibifive costs have kept public defenders

from representing the

Internet where court decisions, Judges
briefs, state laws and statutes, and other

legal - documents would be free and"

Google-accessible.
“I think there’s a tremendous appetite

out there to change the way things are

"

happemng, he sa1d ,
. Taxpayers supply the sa]anes of tho
who write the documents, Malamud said

many cases, ‘they must pay for
i ' exisNexis or

¥

' Pubhc Accessto Court Electromc Records -
(PACER) system charges 8 cents a page.
- Malamud said it costs between $10 ,
million and $50 rmlhon to buy enough case

law to get into solo practice. The pro-

of their abilities, he said.

 The expense also hurts law students,
, Malamud said he surveyed 66 law schools,
aand 63 would not allow students to use the

. "PACER syr

’sald Keit tor
* library at Chlcago-Kent College of Law.

lients to the best

“We want to be sure they re authenti
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conmdered ofﬁc1al copxes o
- The State-by-State Report on:Authen-

well as state hlgh and mtermedlate ap-
_pellate court o inions. -
In Illinois, the report concluded that

Onlme Legal Resources, Te-
007, examine the«status of -
, stateadrmmstratlvecodesan statutes; as

_ “It’s not that we«re agamst people”
,makmg money 1It’s that right now people

need the openness of the educational
material in order to accomplish educa- '
tional goals,” Mayer said. 1
Chlcago-Kent professor Ronald W
Staudt who is director of the Center for -

although many of the state’s laws and
rules are available online, they are con-
 sidered ‘“unofficial” copies. The [llinois
_ General A sembly, for example, prowdes
,onhne statutes and public acts. However,
 disclaimers assert that those provided

version. '
"~ One sponsor »of the_workshop was. the

. hn Mayer is: launchmg
. :?hls own prOJect to unprove accessﬂnhty of

It's called eLangdell after Christopher
~Colum s Langdell, the Harvard: profes-
-sor who is credited with introducing the

case-study method in American law

schools. Mayer wants to “pioneer the
digital casebook” by offenng law pro-
fessors around the country $500 per chap-
ter to write their own.

 CALI would then pubhsh the work for
‘:hgltal reading devices such as the iPad or

essentlally free, L

In other words, he sald CALI would
)ay professors up-front for their work
-rather than creating a situation in

1It’s just too

Kindle. It would do so under a creative
nse, rnakmg the casebooks .

Access to Justice & Technology, chal-
lenged the workshop’s participants to
think about what. would happen 1f they

-achieved their. goal

“Evenifall cases and statutory matenal ~

and regulatlons are easily provided .

there’s this huge education job still left ,
cult and complex for most
people t ble to understand these,,.
documents,” Staudt saud o
He said making primary legal doc-f"
uments available could open the door for
the development of more software or tools

~ tohelp lawyers. Such innovations could be

manufactured more cheaply because the

. base material would be avallable for free
 Staudt said. .

For those who missed the Ch1cago-'
Kent workshop, two others are scheduled
before Malamud compiles his final report

~ which he plans to submit to lawmakers in
' Washmgton this summer. Those events

are set for June 15 at the Center for
American Progress in Washington, D.C;,
and June 18 at Harvard Law School.
-For more information about Lawgov,ﬂ
wsxt resource.orglaw.gov. :
For ‘more information about eLangdell ,
V‘lSlt Wwwcall org/elangdell o

which the author would earn royalties
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